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Question of the Week: 

In alignment with the Board of Education’s Legislative Affairs Committee’s goal of enhancing 

communication with the community, Garden City Public Schools has continued its “Question of the 

Week” feature. If you have a question you’d like answered about public or board policy, school district 

operations, or budget preparation and voting, please email: knightc@gcufsd.net.  

May 8, 2017 

Q: On May 16th, voters will be asked to cast their ballots on three items: Garden City Public School’s 

2017-2018 Budget referendum, Proposition II – use of the district’s Capital Reserve Fund, and the 

election of one Board of Education member. What happens if the proposed budget fails?  

A: Because the proposed 2017-2018 budget stays within the state’s tax levy limit or “2% tax cap,” a 

simple majority of the vote is required for passage on May 16th. If, however, Garden City voters do not 

approve the budget, the Board can decide to put up the same or an adjusted budget for re-vote in June. 

If the June re-vote fails, NYS law is very clear – the district would be required to adopt a “contingency” 

or “austerity” budget with a 0% tax levy cap. The school district could not collect any more revenue 

through property taxes than it collected in 2016-2017. This would require a reduction of over 

$1,500,000 from the budget. The district would also be extremely limited in its ability to make capital 

improvements, purchase equipment, or buy replacements for aging school buses. Furthermore, all 

contractual and debt service obligations for 2017-2018 would remain in effect. 

If voters need more information about the items on the ballot, Garden City Public School’s 2017-2018 

budget brochure and budget notice were sent to all homes in Garden City the week of May 8th. All 

budget information, including the brochure and notice, detailed information about Proposition II, all 

Board budget presentations, and audio recordings of the Board budget presentations have been posted 

to the district website: www.gardencity.k12.ny.us, under the maroon sidebar “Budget Information” tab.  

Please remember to vote on May 16th, 6 a.m. to 10 p.m., in Garden City High School’s gymnasium. Only 

8.7% of Garden City’s registered voters cast a ballot in last year’s budget referendum. There are many 

activities planned for Vote Day: Kindergarten through fifth grade students can join in the voting process 

from 3 p.m. to 9 p.m. by choosing their preferred Field Day Snack; there is a district-wide art show 

beginning at 3 p.m.; an Elementary String Concert at 6 p.m.; and High School Jazz Night starting at 7 p.m.  

We hope to see you there!    
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